
DPAC MONTHLY MEETING: 6 Nov 2014
Gwen Lohbrunner called the meeting to order at 7:01pm. Thanks to Mme Ewald, Mme Paris, and Mr. Hansen for attending the meeting! 

Attendees:

	Gwen Lohbrunner
	Michelle Cowan

	Tony Rivet
	Craig Hickie

	Debra McIldoon
	Amber Layton

	Erin Laird
	Barb Durley

	Alanna Kellar
	James Hansen

	Erin Prescott
	Jenn Bateman

	Mercedes Schmidt
	Dayna Mottishaw

	Cindy Luchka
	Ian Busby

	Jill Nichol
	Amanda Attfield

	Josee Paris
	Jessica, Sarah (possibly 3 others who didn’t sign)


Approval of Oct 2014 Meeting Minutes postponed to December 2014.
OLD BUSINESS

Craft Fair (Amber)
- lots of crafters buying tables (“jam packed!”) , and opened up a new hallway

-Reynolds has an event that day, and we do not have the use of their tables, translating to a $200 rental cost

-ELF (parent helpers) request out Monday to set up tables, donate baked goods.  Help for Friday, Friday night, and day of (Saturday November 22nd).  
-Book fair in the library
-Bake stuff in on Thursday November 20th, and donators can enter a draw for a prize

Earthquake Kit (Erin)
-PAC is responsible for granola bars and water, Erin can connect with Mr. Hansen about the other requests (emergency blankets, exacto knives, etc). 

 -there was a question around the budget line, and the historical one time grant/funding that we are “using up”, and how we are using it up:  Any spending over the $600 in the budget needs to be voted on by the executive
-Hilda requests a stand up container (train box car style), after a short discussion of use vs. cost, this discussion was tabled until such a time as the current kiosks are needing to be replaced for other reasons than ease of replenishing and inventorying  the items inside.

Halloween Dance (Catherine P for Alexis)
-Catherine P not here.  Gwen said it was really good!
Darren Laur (Gwen for Catherine)
-write up from Catherine:  Monday the DPAC hosted Darren and Beth Laur for Internet Safety.  We invited all the Reynolds' family of schools, and the Reynold's French pathway schools.  The talk was a huge success and very, very informative.  Look for more info in next week's newsletter.  

-Turn out wasn’t very good, which was surprising to Jill Nichol who said it was very well presented and very informative.

-Ian proposed a fully funded event next time, Jill said it was worth the $5.
NEW BUSINESS

“Hands off school”   

-a question was raised about notes sent home in Kindergarten and the “hands off reflection sheet”:  is this a class school, or board policy?  

-Mr Hansen:  Not a “policy” per se, Mr. Hansen will confirm with teachers and monitors about what are the general messages put out, so that we’re all on the same page.  Feel free to check with the individual teachers.
Book Cupboard 

-do families know it exists?  Do we need a sign?  Put in the newsletter again, play it up at the bookfair.
Book Fair
-a concern was brought forward about classes being funnelled through the book fair with perceived pressure on the kids to buy, even borrowing money to purchase things 
-the concern was around the purchasing happening during class time.  It was put forward that altering that may affect the funds raised for the school/class

-Erin Laird put forward the motion to recommend to teachers that each class walks through without the children having the ability to purchase, but making  individual and class “wish list”, seconded by Erin Prescott – we voted and it was unanimously accepted
SPC (James for Catherine)
School Planning Council – started in 2002.  We elect 3 parents each year 

Jessica (previously on this committee): 3 or 4 meetings per year, school growth program, district achievement program, what they’re going to focus on and achieve, presenting data from ministry assessments on how we’re doing in relation to the goals.  
-Review district achievement and school growth program and providing parental input, including: social responsibility goals, fine arts or environmental issues as a school culture, educational philosophy, etc.
-Reflecting the wider community as a parent, not just your own particular child, so she recommends parents with a connection to the wider parent community, possibly also PAC.  
-Meeting next week for an hour and a half.  
-Alanna Kellar, Gwen Lohbrunner, Erin Laird volunteered to sit on this committee.

Doncaster Before & After Care Info (Gwen)
One space available to sublet.  See Gwen
Lice Check Update (Michelle)
Tomorrow!
REPORTS

TREASURER’S REPORT (Ian)
-Parent donation, budgeted $4000 income, we are barely halfway there from that one ask.  $1300 from cash or cheque, $700 from paypal.  A lot of parents donated more than the $20 ask, but only from 80 students.  A new ask (on paper) may be in order, a glitch with the paypal was highlighted

-QSP sent boxes of forms for magazine orders, in a newsletter remind that there is a box of forms, plus orders can be done online for those who want
-we budgeted $4000 for craft fair, and already have $3200
-half the families requested credit for lunches, others donated it
PRINCIPAL’S REPORT (Mr. Hansen)
-Numbers:  406 students, 11 french 7 english divisions (258 french vs 148 english students)

-Tech:    -took down computer lab for a new division.  
-Wireless delivered in about a month, and then can be set up in each classroom.  Tech committee putting together a plan:  We don’t know if there will be another computer lab.  What is the role of a PC in the coming years?  Right now we do not have the space for a dedicated computer lab.  
-We’re also looking at having portable devices, like ipads, in the classrooms as they can be more versatile. Each teacher will have a projector, ipad, and intermediates will have a chrome book (closer to a fully functional computer, must be online).  We are in an exploring phase, and in a few months will know more about what we need.  
-Doncaster Principal Characteristics – if we needed a principle what would that person would be like, this is an annual thing the President of PAC normally does (Copy to Erin to follow up with Alexis and Catherine)
-report cards coming out December 5, first report card is always more of an estimate, as the teachers are still getting to know the kids, keep in mind less time to get to know kids.

-Parking:  no EA directing traffic, it was working in the spring, but not so much in the fall, parking lot chained now, there is some confusion, less parking up on Doncaster, now more down by the school (especially Thistle), park and walk ideas to be sent out in next Newsletter.  The good news is it’s better than Campus View!  
-Weather – a reminder for boots and coats  - have old ones?  Leave them at the school, we can use them here

-basketball – grade 5s practicing now, jamboree in the new year

VICE-PRINCIPAL’S REPORT (Mme Paris)
-cross country 57 participants, 4 meets, 2 first place finishes at the final for Doncaster!  Again in spring

-lunch monitors – second rotation, third starting soon grade 5 students, with adults making the rounds

-4 teachers, 3/4 and 4/5  numeracy inquiry  - report next meeting

Meeting adjourned 8:46pm

