
DPAC MONTHLY MEETING: 5 Feb 2015
Catherine called the meeting to order at 7:05pm. Thanks to Mme Paris, and Mr. Hansen for attending the meeting! 

Attendees:

	Catherine DuBois
	Wendy Huibers

	Jill Nichol
	Catherine Pickering

	Cindy Luchka
	Vanessa Rogers

	Erin Laird
	Peter Ott

	Erin Prescott
	Heather McNally

	Josee Paris
	Craig Hichie

	Mercedes Schmidt
	Dominique Sigg

	Michelle Cowan
	Vero Chatlain

	James Hansen
	Claire Gilbert

	Amber Layton
	Alexis Osmond
Ian Busby


Approval of Nov 2014 Meeting Minutes postponed to March 2015.
OLD BUSINESS

Bingo Night (Catherine/Alexis)
-coming up soon, Feb 19

-help still needed with set up and sales

-Cheryl’s father-in-law will call

-still looking for prizes, if you have business connections

-profits $800-900 per year
Earthquake Kit (Catherine/Erin)

-we are open to sponsoring more than we have at this point

-Erin has volunteered with Hilda, to organize and invest in

-there is no standardized district list of needs, but we will work on this with the aim for 
Lice Check (Michelle)

-tomorrow, help wanted!
NEW BUSINESS
Salmon Art
-Wendy will take on new protective coating of the salmon art out front for the spring
Chess Club
-Craig Hichie volunteering as a chess coach, a few times at lunch
-asking for PAC support for sets/materials, will send a proposal

-Mme Paris has sets to use

Stinky Rug
-rug near the cage is smelly, probably mouldy
-Mr. Franklin is aware of the smell and it could be the plywood underneath, so it could be a larger problem 

Campbell’s Soup Labels, etc

-put in the number, keep them for 180 days (in case they audit)

-can redeem to outfit classrooms

-Island Farms cheque for $95 coming in, that program was discontinued

-Cdn Tire money is there, can be used for earthquake, or bingo prizes

Walking School Bus
-Claire proposing driving families meeting at a less congested location and walk in together

-inquiring after interest

-locations to meet suggested:  Cedar Hill Golf Corse parking lot, Scouts Hall parking lot, churches

-Claire will put together an email to put out through class reps 

Playground
-recent removal of everyone’s favourite monkeybars (the wooden posts had rotted through)
-replacements fall to the PAC because there’s no other place the money will come from

-we will lose at least one more piece of equipment by the end of the summer on the primary playground

-we have $25,000 saved, we can look for grants and do fundraising
-logs and rocks are not covered by CSA, and are therefore cheaper.  Quadra school has some, they seem to be popular

-ball park figure is *probably* that our money would give us a really good playground and it would fit in with the greening/natural movement we’re going for

-another consideration is that we had be working on the assumption that we were going to have to replace the intermediate playground sooner

-check out websites 

-some feel there isn’t a rush to make a decision; some kids enjoy the extra space to run around
-teachers and children should be involved in decision making, not just parents

-movable pieces, like big tires, could make for an evolvable playground, if that was ok

-the school board can recommend designers/architects to sign off on designs

-could school families be called upon to help (excavators could donate their time/resources)
-make sure it’s all a part of a larger plan

-committee volunteers:  Heather McNally, Vero Chatalain, Wendy Huibers and Amber Layton, Michelle Cowan
PRINCIPAL’S REPORT (Mr. Hansen)
-kindy registration is healthy, looks like everyone in catchment should get in to french based on the lottery system

-english is full up; wait list in eng and fr.  

- next K Orientation tentatively May 27th
-tech:  wifi in now, chromebooks being used now, projectors in the classrooms are working well, and in some ways we’re seeing all of our planning pay off, PAC will have access to the wifi, we still have an old projector for things like movie nights, looking to install a projector in the gym (with installation $4000?); model that seems to be the next thing in schools is mixed device usage in each classroom, moving away from the computer lab model

-website and communication:  calendars not always up to date, staff photos with names and grades posted in the school would be helpful (we understand photos on the website may not be desirable)
-parking:  as usual, crazy as ever!
-sports:  our kids beat all the other teams (we know!) at basketball; floor hockey will come up next (request made by parent to see if the teacher will do lower grades too)

-question:  do you ever ask for feedback on teachers?  Principal does evaluations, feedback can be sent to principal, due to contract, that feedback must be shown to the teacher.  But there is no formal feedback format
-question:  decisions regarding grade/class makeup?  Mostly made at the school level with what they have, based on teacher numbers and preliminary numbers of students.  School needs but mostly seniority of teacher count in the decision making.

-report cards:  March 5 - 

VICE-PRINCIPAL’S REPORT (Mme Paris)
-tennis BC will come for 4 sessions, mainly for grds 3, 4, and 5
-French immersion special assembly on Friday 13th at 1:45

-field hockey association will come for lessons for all intermediary students, if all works well

-Victoria art gallery coming this week and next week doing art projects

-gr 4 to Symphony at UVic

-brings info re. sushi for special lunches (like pizza)
Meeting adjourned 8:36pm

