
DPAC MONTHLY MEETING: 3 Oct 2013
Cheryl Rothnie called the meeting to order at 7:10pm. Thanks to Mme. Breton Coons, and Mr. Hansen for attending the meeting! 
Approval of Sept 5 2013 Meeting Minutes
Amber Layton motioned to accept, Gwen Lohbrunner seconded. All in favour, motion granted.
COMMITTEE REPORTS
No committee reports

Gwen Lohbrunner – will take on School Wear – thanks Gwen!
POLICE LIAISON (Heather Hunter)

Heather Hunter – intro, she is available as we need her. Can do an internet safety presentation if we want.

Problems with internet: how prove that was the person who physically sent email/site.  Proof beyond a reasonable doubt difficult.

Advice: Never share any info you wouldn't share in person. (i.e. Name of School, home address, name of school team), never send pic of yourself to person, never add someone to Facebook you don't know (i.e. Pics can lie...), pictures you take with your smart phone may have a GPS attached (most do) and will give you an exact location.

Passwords.  Biggest thing is for parents to have passwords (but no one else should have).  Even into highschool you should have their password. Passwords at least 8 characters long, lower/upper case letters and numbers, easy to remember, hard to guess, should have more than one password (i.e. Banking different from facebook), beware of phishing, photos of drinking/partying – beware – employers will google name, go into facebook, (etc) and who will be hired?  “Digital dossier” (sites visited, texts, videos, photos, etc)

Danger – taking and sending a pic (i.e. 15 year old to boyfriend/girlfriend) is considered child porn.  If the boyfriend/girlfriend has it (the pic) it's considered possession of child porn.  Children are being prosecuted.

As a parent, tell parents to talk to children and say “if you wouldn't say it in person, don't say it on the internet”.

Top Sites to AVOID/BEWARE (according to Saanich Police):


Ask.FM – hate, bullying, etc.  This is a bullying tool.  Example: “who is the hottest person in our class” - tag.  “Who's the ugliest” - tag the name.  Etc.  No positive side to ask.fm.  Cannot make a complaint about the forum... it's “free, public speech”.  Sexual explicit content, but nothing to stop minors entering site.  In the UK, there have been 7 suicides from the bullying on this site.


Twitter – Online social networking, etc.  A lot of “pass along value”, retweeting.  Look at what they follow (i.e. Everything the kid follows is pot related, maybe need to have a talk)


Vine – short videos (6seconds).  Unknown parenting controls.  Lots of sexually explicit videos.


Facebook – big forum for bullying.  Check who their friends are. User name and profile picture is accessible to everyone.  “nothing is sacred”. CSIS is also looking into Facebook. Benefits: user can control privacy settings.


Tumblr – blog+twitter (basically).  There is a lot of pornography on this site.


KIK – blackberry messenger/imessage.  Personal message system.  Rating 17+ in app store, but nothing to stop using it (kids).  In order to use it, must know user name – therefore, posting user names on facebook, etc.  “13 yr old male, willing to talk about anything”.  “It's like reading the personals ads” (Heather Hunter).


Snapchat – pick a picture, chose the amount of time that photo is available to the other person.  The other person can take a screen shot of it... or take a photo of it... and snapchat holds onto the pics for 30 days.  Plus – the last 200 snaps taken get held on their computer. 


Pheed - 


Instagram – online photo/video sharing.  Heard kids are migrating from Facebook to instagram. Users supposed to be 13 yr or older but no way of monitoring. Adult content/photos.  Positive: might strip location information from photos.


Reddit - 


MySpace -


Flickr -


Pinterest - 

Question (regarding possible sexual offender in the community) – there is sexual offender in our community, why doesn't he have an anklet?  Answer: everything was online (no interactions in person) but if the police thought he was a danger to your kids, he would be incarcerated.  Question: What does “male supervisor” mean?  It will be a probation officer.  Police are working on releasing a photo (will media do it first?) - but he has rights to privacy.  Question: Conditions?  Answer – can't say them all, some are: No going to a school, playground, etc (anywhere a child might be)
REPORTS
Treasurer's Report (Ian)

Gaming Grant - $7K to $8K – need to spent in certain ways within a certain time frame.  We are starting the year with $7500 in gaming account, $13,000 in general account.  Playground reserve separate.  $11K – unallocated, $15K in playground fund ($5K per year for past three years).  Need to get to $40K (in playground account) before can apply for grants for playgrounds (very expensive).

Has created a drop box, will share with the PAC this year.

Budget done in May: Fundraisers, expenses (ongoing: ArtStarts, classroom allotments of $15 per student to support all the extra stuff the teachers buy, field trips), Fun Day, socials, dances, Grade 5 celebrations, end of year dance, back to school BBQ.

$900 made on back to school BBQ this September.
OLD BUSINESS
Darren Laur (Cheryl for Charene)

Parents evening coming up on Oct 7th.  Overwhelming response (85 parents on Monday night), 105 kids in 7 after school sessions (plus wait list).  Proposing parent night part 2 for the Spring.  Similar to this one, $250 (in budget) but should be covered by parent participation.

Vote: Parents night part 2 with Darren Laur (risk: not a good turn out, out $250) – vote which was almost unanimous. Approved.
Halloween Dance  (Cheryl)
Forgot to put in the budget, cancel this year.  DJ expensive.
Save Around Coupon Book (Catherine)
Approaching $2000 for us but budgeted $2500.  Feedback: other schools are now selling so sales are slow.  Get your unsold books back or we will be charged!
Lice Check (Amber for Alexis)
No cases of lice during lice check.  Two have been reported this year (one prior to lice check, one since) – classes notified and taken care of.
Dance Club (Amber for Alexis)
First Dance Club Oct 30th.  Ellen or Alexis will be present at each dance club.
Craft Fair (Amber)
Craft fair fully booked.  Expanding into breezeway near lost and found.  We are booked up earlier this year than last year.  Really positive response, lots of positive input about the Reynolds students.

Thanks to the teachers who did the thank you cards from the kids to the crafters.

Signs – next meeting if you have a workplace that you want a craft fair sign for, will be available next meeting.

Not turning away any help this year (i.e. so many Reynold students, some have been turned away in the past).  Friday night or Saturday help always needed from parents. 

Mme Simpson will do a book fair in the library. Craig and Dawn will run the concession. Christmas trees still needed for the library. Bake sale was poor last year because ProD the day before, so there will be a contest for each child that brings something in for the bake sale (win a basket or something).  Looking for baskets to make up baskets for the raffle.

Anyone want to do some simple facepainting?  Let Amber know (doncastercraftfair@gmail.com)
NEW BUSINESS
Magazine Fundraiser (Catherine)
Look for a magazine fundraiser starting this week.  In the past 35 families participate and bring in $1800 profit. Easiest to do it online, but can get forms back to the office.  Mr Hansen: correlation between high grade 4 reading scores and parents who have magazines in the house.

Share the code with everyone.  Can also be found on QSP website. 
If you have a subscription that hasn't expired yet, don't check off box that says 'new' – will extend a year longer.  Also, if cheaper coupon, do the paper form and attach coupon (pay lower price).
Wi-Fi Survey BC Pac (Byron)
If didn't receive wi-fi survey, get in touch with VCCPAC and fill out the survey.  SD61 has concerned parties on both sides if you want some info.
Spring Raffle (Amber)
Cheryl and Catherine will do spring raffle.  Then we'll start soliciting to drop off donations or request a GC from a restaurant,etc.
Smile Cards (Ian)
Get them from the office.  School gets 5% on what you spend (back to the school) up to $2000.  Made $1600 to $1700.  

Cobbs: mention Doncaster – gives 5%

Soap Exchange: mention Doncaster – gives 10% back
Cannor Nursery: mention Doncaster
iWalk (Lana)
October International Walk to School month.  Iwalk Wednesday (next Wed) we have bagels in front of the school with toppings, coffee for the parents.  Looking for volunteers (have a few, need a couple more) – even 15/20 min to help set up, get knives/jam, etc out.  Give out prizes to kids (stickers, sunglasses).  Stickers: for all kids (park and walk, carpool).  Need someone to pick up bagels 14 or 15 dozen bagels and pick up coffee.  Help from 8am onwards.  Thanks so much all the parent volunteers!  Next Wednesday come early to school and walk!
Parking & Drop Off (Lana)
There is no longer a link to the safer school or best walking routes map on the new website. Need to find link...
Cheryl asked City of Saanich about parking.  Will bring email from City of Saanich – won't be addressed anytime soon (slow process).
PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
NUMBERS

403 students.  145 English, 258 French.  401 kids, 4/10th of a librarian (up from 3/10 at 399 kids).  Means more library, office support, etc.

English was 32% a few years ago, now about 36%.
25 teaching, 9 EA staff.
COMMUNICATION
Please give emails (if you want them to have)!  So important.  Get about 80% of emails by end of year.  If you know someone who isn't getting emails, get them to give to office.  Example: email that came around this week about sexual offender in the neighbourhood... want every family to be getting all information.
Website is so much better and much more up-to-date.  
Comment from parent: As a parent always appreciate the facts that come back from the school.  When the school puts something out it dispells the stories that you receive from your child.
LIBRARY
Introduce Mme Breton Coons – new librarian.  Teaching here for three years (and now librarian as well).  Plans for library is to bolster the French sections.
Comment from parent: can you do a library wishlist?  Classroom or library wishlists would be great.
LUNCH MONITORS
Adults cover the Kindergarten classes (along with Grade 5 lunch monitors).  Grade 5 Lunch monitors in all other classes with adults in the halls  monitoring classes.
LINING UP
Reminder: ask parents to please take the kids around (outside) to their line up.  Help to keep the hallways clear if you don't need to be there.
FALL X COUNTRY

Tuesday/Thurs practices – thanks to Lana, Mr McDonald and Lynn Elliott!  
Might have to change Monday to Tuesday next week's meet.  Will be told tomorrow if so.  
Meeting adjourned by Cheryl at 8:50pm

TBD:

· Cheryl to find a date with James for Darren Laur for the spring


